THE    CHICK    BREAKS    OUT    OF    ITS    SHELL
delimited territories. But these elements were politically impotent.
Their ideas and their personalities were usurped, misused, and
corrupted by Nazism.
Thus Germany gambled away for the phantom of world
dominion and the phantasms of megalomania the greatest oppor-
tunity of her history. But no nation can take the place of another
or take over any part of its mission. Just as a German share in
the great solution was made impossible by that false move of
ours, so another solution, Mr. Churchill's offer, made shortly
before the French collapse, of a union between Great Britain and
France as the kernel of the future order, came to nought. It is
the personal decisions of nations and their individual leaders that
determine the future face of the world, not the elaborate schemes
of committees and scientific experts.
One thing, however, is already irrevocable. The conception
of the "West" as Europe and of Europe as a unit is no longer
tenable. Changed realities demand not merely wider economic
boundaries but a genuinely planetary universality. That is a
painful process of reconstruction which will make an end of
Europe's claims to political, cultural, and economic dominion.
The Chick Breaks Out of its Shell
This second world war has delivered an irrevocable judgment
on Europe. The Continent has ceased to be the intellectual and
political centre that it was for a long time. The centre of gravity
is shifting westwards. A sort of new empire of peace may now
come into existence round the Atlantic Ocean. The nucleus of
the power of the new order is growing in the union of the Anglo-
Saxon peoples. Europe is becoming a hinterland. The Nazi
"Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin" that prophesied the end of Europe
may come true, but not in its prophets' sense. As the great States
of Asia Minor, the empires of the ancient world by the great
rivers of Euphrates, Tigris, and Nile, gave place to the "Orbis" of
the Mediterranean, so it seems to be our destiny in Europe to
sink back into the second and third rank.
It was not fated to be so.  Another development might have